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Courtesy of Big Beat Dallas 


Billy Bob Barnett’s vision for Big Beat Dallas, a multi-restaurant entertainment venue at the Toyota Music Factory in Irving, began about a 
decade ago. He announced Tuesday that the venue is closing after two months. 


Big Beat Dallas complex 
abruptly calls it quits 


BY ROBERT PHILPOT 
rphilpot@star-telegram.com 


IRVING 

Two months after it opened 
to much fanfare, Big Beat 
Dallas, a five-restaurant/bar 
complex at Toyota Music Fac- 
tory, is shutting down, its own- 
er announced Tuesday on Face- 
book. 

“Operations will cease, effec- 
tive as of 12 AM this evening, 
5/29/18. You will receive in- 
structions ... with regards to 
pay, benefits, etc.,” Billy Bob 
Barnett said in the post, which 


appears to be a reproduction of 
a memo to employees. 

The post blames multiple 
factors, including parking prob- 
lems and difficulty operating an 
outdoor plaza connected to the 
restaurant “as a result of land- 
lord interference.” 

In a statement, Toyota Music 
Factory confirmed that Big 
Beat Dallas is closing but added 
that it will have no effect on the 
rest of the complex. 

“We are disappointed to 
learn that Billy Bob Barnett and 
his team have decided to close 
their concept,” Noah Lazes, 
president of ARK Group and 


developer of Toyota Music 
Factory, said in the statement. 
“The concept Barnett built is 
high-quality and well-designed. 
Unfortunately, even the most 
successful entertainment dis- 
tricts can have tenant turn- 
over.” 

The statement adds that ARK 
Group is hopeful that Big Beat 
Dallas and the lease guarantor, 
Restaurants Unlimited, will 
work out a plan to resume oper- 
ations. Barnett’s memo does 
leave the door open for renew- 
ing “operations in a more busi- 
ness conducive environment 
sometime in the very near fu- 


ture.” 

William Wilson, who had 
been a talent-support specialist 
at Big Beat Dallas — he was in 
charge of taking care of bands 
from the moment they got on 
the property to the moment 
they left — said in a phone 
conversation that all employees 
with a Big Beat Dallas email 
had received that memo earlier 
in the day, before it was posted 
on Facebook. 

“From my understanding, we 
were all laid off, both on the 
production side, the entertain- 
ment side, and on the server/ 
restaurant side,” Wilson said. 
“Just two months after we 
opened.” 

Of the 25 restaurants at 
Toyota Music Factory, Big Beat 
Dallas was five of them: Bar 
Manzanilla, a taqueria and 
tequila bar; Highway 61 South, 
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Trump announces tariffs 
on China, tech crackdown 


BY DAVID J. LYNCH 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON 

President Donald Trump said 
Tuesday that he would proceed 
with tariffs on $50 billion in 
Chinese imports and introduce 
new limits on Chinese invest- 
ment in U.S. high-tech indust- 
ries as part of a broad campaign 
to crack down on Chinese acqui- 
sition of U.S. technology. 

The moves, less than 10 days 


after Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin said that the trade war 
with China was “on hold,” ap- 
pear designed to create bargain- 
ing leverage for Commerce 
Secretary Wilbur Ross, who is 
due to arrive in Beijing on Sat- 
urday for talks aimed at cooling 
trade tensions between the two 
countries. 

The sudden policy shifts are 
amplifying an impression of 
unpredictability that the presi- 


SEE CHINA, 13A 


DEER, QUAIL RANCH FOR SALE 
The Circle J&B Ranch, a spread of 3,266 acres with a 
reputation for good hunting and fishing, goes on the 


market for $12.5 million. NA 


Stabbing 
death 
blamed 
on clash 
of girls 


BY STEPHEN ENGLISH 
senglish@star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 

Fort Worth police are in- 
vestigating the stabbing death of 
a teen girl in south Fort Worth 
early Tuesday morning as a 
homicide, Capt. Todd Wadling- 
ton said. 

Nylah Lightfoot, 14, was pro- 
nounced dead at John Peter 
Smith Hospital shortly after 4 
a.m., according to the Tarrant 
County medical examiner’s 
office. 

Later on Tuesday, the medical 
examiner updated Lightfoot’s 
report. She is recorded as having 
died of a “stab wound of neck/ 
chest,” and the examiner ruled 
her death a homicide. 

Homicide detectives have 
identified a juvenile suspect 
who is also a girl but haven’t 
taken her into custody, police 
spokesman Bradley Perez said. 
Her age was not immediately 
available. 


SEE DEATH, 13A 


GREENS IN 
DISGUISE 


Salads don’t have to be 
presented as predictable 
bowls full of greens. We’ve 
got some suggestions. 1C 


SENTENCE FOR 
SEX ABUSE 


A former hospital nurse 
accused of drugging and 
molesting female patients 
gets nine years. 4A 
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Sinclair 
Power Lift Recliner 
SRP $897 


Flexsteel Evian 
Recliner 
SRP $2,430 


Flexsteel Catalina Flexsteel Wicklow 
Power Recliner Power Gliding Recliner 
SRP $1,275 SRP $2,550 


Trilogy 
Rocker Recliner 
SRP $595 
FRANKIN 


SALE: $368 


HOURS: 
Sat 10-6pm ¢ Sun Closed (Outlet closed Mondays) 
FurnitureByCharter.com 
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Connolly Power 
Rocker Recliner 
SRP $1,050 
E FeRank.in 
CORPORATION 


SALE: $1,338 SALE: $668 


° 972.385.1911 
Mon-Fri 9-6pm * 


SALE: $1,398 


15101 Midway Rd., Addison, TX 75001 


SALE: $698 
CHARTER 


FURNITURE 
SALES # DESIGN 


SALE: $568 
DALLAS + } 

FT. WORTH OUTLET + El 
CLEARANCE OUTLET •° 


8100 Bedford Euless Rd., N. Richland Hills, TX 76180 * 817.577.2300 
13550 Stemmons Fwy., Dallas, TX 75234 * 972.484.1102 (merchandise varies) 


